
The Next Frontier of SLO Development



È WASC Rubric ðPart III: Student Learning Outcomes

Á Reach òProficiencyó by 2012

ĞSLOs and authentic assessment are in place for courses, programs, and 
degrees.

ĞResults of assessment are being used for improvement and further 
alignment of institution -wide practices.

ĞThere is widespread institutional dialogue about the results.

ĞDecision-making includes dialogue on the results of assessment and is 
purposefully directed toward improving student learning.

ĞAppropriate resources continue to be allocated and fine-tuned.

ĞComprehensive assessment reports exist and are completed on a regular 
basis.

ĞCourse student learning outcomes are aligned with degree student learning 
outcomes.

ĞStudents demonstrate awareness of goals and purposes of courses and 
programs in which the are enrolled.



È Only Course SLOs 
need be directly 
assessed by a MASLO

È Program SLOs should 
encompass multiple 
Course SLOs, and by 
extension will 
encompass multiple 
assessments
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È Institutional SLOs 
(i.e., the Core 
Competencies) should 
encompass multiple 
Program SLOs, and 
by extension will 
encompass multiple 
Course SLOs, and 
finally multiple 
assessments 
(MASLOs)
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOME (SLO) MAPPING

Program SLO Map �±PSY 101

Psychology  Program SLOs

Course SLOs: PSY 101

1.  Demonstrate 
familiarity with major 
concepts, theoretical 
perspectives, empirical 
findings, and historical 
trends.

2.  Explain different 
research methods used by 
psychologists and 
demonstrate knowledge 
of when to apply these 
methods, and their 
strengths and limitations.

3.  Apply psychological 
principles to the analysis 
of personal, social, and 
organizational issues.

4.  Demonstrate 
awareness of the 
complexity of 
sociocultural diversity 
and its impact on 
psychological processes.

1.  Express in psychological 
terms why psychology is a 
science. X X

2.   Apply psychological 
theory to a real life event. X X X

3.   Explain one aspect of 
human behavior using 
multiple psychological 
theories. X X X

4.   Design a research 
experiment. X X X X


