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About 'The 1974'
So why did LTCC's new student
newspaper name itself after a
number? The Journalism Club
wanted to honor the past, and look
forward as Coyotes into the future.
In this edition, you will have the
opportunity to experience a blast
from the past and learn everything
you need to know about the present.
This first edition pays homage to
LTCC's history and looks back from  
1974 - 2018, Then and Now. 
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College can be an exciting rite of passage in
one's life. You get to meet new people from
all walks of life, discover who you are, and be
exposed to all sorts of new ideas. But for
some, college can be terrifying. You may not
know anyone, have a hard time in class, or
you may have personal troubles that make it
hard to complete your school work. Know,
though, that you are not alone here. 
 
We all feel out of place from time to time. I
know I do. What gets me through those
moments is knowing that I am not alone
here in coyote country. 

W E L C O M E  T O

C O Y O T E  C O U N T R Y  

If you need help, it's here! Lake Tahoe
Community College has many resources
for students to use. There are on-campus
counselors to help you stay on the path to
graduation, earning a certificate, or
transferring to the school of your dreams.
There are also peer mentors in the Equity
Office, and Julie Booth alongside her
student ambassadors to help you enjoy
and travel through your educational
journey.  
 
In addition to program support, there are
also a variety of student clubs on campus
that you can join. To stay connected to
campus resources, both for face-to-face
and online students, download the LTCC
Coyote Corner App and stay in touch! 
The app connects you to your Passport
account (student portal), email, campus
events, social media, housing info,
jobs, your academic calendar, and of
course, The 1974!  
 
Get Connected & Stay Connected! 
Have questions? Contact the Office of
Student Life at booth@ltcc.edu  
 
 

W H A T ' S  A P P ?  

by Blue Marie Balcita, Editor



November 15th

One Degree of Change – Speaker
Series

     6:30-8:30pm, Duke Theatre 

November 19th

Blood Drive hosted by HOPE Club 
     11-3pm, Board/Aspen Room 

November 20th

Student Senate Meeting
    Noon-1pm, Board Room 

November 20th

Annual Giving Thanks Dinner
    Hosted by Student Life  
    RSVP @ One-Stop, space limited 
    5:30-7:30pm, Student Center  

Nov. 22-25th – CAMPUS CLOSED  
Nov. 28th 

Students Continuing from Fall Term -
Registration for Winter Quarter Open

Nov. 29th
De-Stress 4 Success - FREE Event

     6-10pm - LTCC Library 

Dec. 5th
Winter Quarter Registration Open 
     for All Students

Dec. 3-7th
FINALS WEEK

Dec. 18th - Jan. 1st - CAMPUS CLOSED 
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Coyote Calendar of Events

Jan. 2nd 
Campus OPEN for Winter Term

Jan. 3rd  
New Student Orientation 
9:30-12:30pm - RSVP @ One-Stop

Jan. 7th 
Winter Quarter Begins

Jan. 7-10th 
Coyote Corner Birthday Party Week

Jan. 15th 
Student Senate Meeting  
Noon-1pm, Board Room

Jan. 22nd 
Fall Quarter Honor Roll Event 
Noon, Student Center

 
  
 

November December

January 2019
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Coyote M – Coyote M is an adult learner at
Lake Tahoe Community College from Jalisco,
Mexico. She crossed the border 20 years ago
with the intention of visiting her sister in San
Diego, and never left. In her home country, M
earned a college degree and worked as a social
worker. However, she wasn’t able to do the
same thing here because of how a college
 degree from Mexico transferred over to
America. Despite this, M has persevered and
she has become a model learner on her way to
U.S. citizenship. 
 
 
Coyote O – Coyote O’s father migrated over
from Mexico when he was just a young boy. O’s
father persevered through great struggles and
became a legalized citizen alongside his son. O
now stands proud as a successful high school
student about to graduate early and at the top
of his class with a desire to become a police
officer. 
 
 
Coyote Q – Q migrated over from Mexico at a
young age with his mother and sister. His father
passed away along the Mexico-US border. Q
came to America grief-stricken and with a
mission to uphold his promise to his father of
making a better life for his family. And he did. Q
bettered himself by attending LTCC and got a
job that earned him enough money so he could
support his whole family. However, Q remains
to this day undocumented, unafraid, and
unapologetic. His exact words were: “I stand
tall.I know who I am. I don’t need a piece of
paper to tell me that I belong here. I know I
belong here  by the sweat of my brow.” His
mother and sister, as well as his wife and sons,
became legalized citizens. Not without struggle,
though. They had to spend years battling the
system to finally be able to earn their papers. 

What does It mean to be
undocumented? To me, being
undocumented equates to bravery
and courage. Before I became the
Editor of "The 1974," I never
understood what it truly means to
immigrate over to the scalloped sea-
shores of America, and live as an
undocumented dreamer. Dreamers

face stereotypes, hazing, and have to
live in constant fear of deportation. I
can't tell you what that is like,
personally, but over a course of two

weeks I met with diverse groups of
LTCC students who shared their
stories of immigration with me that
better put a light to what it means to
be undocumented and unafraid,
being in a mixed status family, and
the struggles to becoming a legalized
citizen. 

K N O W I N G  T H E

I M M I G R A N T

S T U D E N T  

by Blue Marie Balcita, Editor
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LETTERS TO THE COYOTE COLUMNIST

Dear Coyote Columnist, 
I don't know what to do. I have a crush
on this girl but I don't know what I
should do... What do girls like?  What
do girls consider romantic? 
 
Thank you, 
Coyote F 
 
Dear Coyote F, 
You could start by saying hi. Most
relationships don’t start with a big
‘sweep you off your feet’ romantic
gesture. Get to know HER and what
she likes, then maybe make a small
gesture like a card, a flower with a note
or even just asking her out. Just don’t
get all awkward and please understand
a women’s right to say no if she’s not
into it. What’s sexy is a person who
understands that no means no. What’s
the worst that could happen, right?  
 

Dear Coyote Columnist, 
I think I'm gay.  I feel really alone....
Have any advice?? 
 
T 
 
Well T,  
What you’re going through is really
tough but please know, you are
definitely not alone! The sooner you
can get this weight off your shoulders,
the better. I recommend finding a safe
place (such as LTCC’s Ally club,
by contacting Lisa Shafer at
lshafer@ltcc.edu) where you can
safely be yourself and express out loud
how you’re feeling. Some things get a
lot clearer when you get them out of
your head and into the air.  
 
Try talking it out with someone you
trust and in a safe space, and see if
that helps, and just remember that
you’re amazing regardless of your
sexuality, and LTCC is a safe
campus that welcomes every student,
regardless of sexual orientation. We
ARE Coyote Country! 
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Have you ever dreamed of becoming a successful
business owner? Does your dream seem very far off?
Well, we at The 1974 are here to tell you that your
dream IS possible, and you can reach it while
attending college at the same time! We recently met
up with LTCC alumni Willie Twumasi of Royal Fitness
apparel, and current LTCC student Kevin McHugh to
see what they're up to: 
      
Willie graduated from LTCC in 2016 and hit the
ground running with his clothing line, which and has
become a great success. He believes that Royal
Fitness is not just a clothing brand, but is something
much bigger than that; to inspire it serves as an
inspiration to people not only to act, but to take action
on in their lives. Teachers, staff, and faculty at LTCC
helped Willie see himself beyond his present
circumstances. Mentors at Gym Love have also
inspired Willie to believe in himself, to remember it's
not about what you do but why you do it, and to work
on becoming the person your business’ success
requires you to become. Kevin McHugh and others at
Gym Love, located near Stateline, believe their
business is more than a gym - it is a gym with a
cause. They believe that a gym should be a place
where people feel at home, are loved and supported,
and provide a sense of belonging. It is a place to get
you not only physically in shape, but mentally and
emotionally in shape, and cultivates a loving, caring
atmosphere. They believe that everyone works out for
the same reason: to live a happier, healthier, and
longer life. To check out Willie’s Royal Fitness
website, visit www.RoyalFitnessUs.com and visit Gym
Love at www.GymLoveTahoe.com.  
 
LTCC has made many dreams come true over the
last 40 years - what’s yours? 
 
 

I N T E R V I E W  W I T H

A N  A L U M N I  

by Blue Marie Balcita, Editor

Did you know your FREE student ID
card can bring benefits off campus?  

The businesses below  
welcome Coyotes, and your ID card

also gets you unlimited  
FREE bus rides.  

Gym Love is offering $25.75 monthly
memberships to LTCC Coyotes who

show a current Student ID!  
Get ready to LOVE the gym! 

C O Y O T E S  +   

S T U D E N T  I D = D E A L S  

Alumni Willie Twumasi and LTCC President
Jeff DeFranco sporting Royal Fitness gear

Royal Fitness is offering 15% off to LTCC
Coyotes with a current Student ID 
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Please take a moment to enjoy these photos,
which capture some amazing LTCC history.
When the Journalism Club went about picking
a name, they thought it would be appropriate
to choose one that honors LTCC’s past. LTCC
officially became a district in 1974 and opened
their doors to students for the first time in 1975.
The timeline on the next pages will guide you
through some incredible history about our
campus. LTCC had a program similar to the
Lake Tahoe College Promise we see today, as
California residents who were full time
students paid no tuition! In 1975, 119 classes
were offered, and enrollment was 1,407
students! In the picture to the right, the first
graduating class of 1976 awarded 11 students
their diplomas. 
 
On December 27, 1979, the title to 164 acres
that LTCC now calls home was purchased and
in 1980, architects began working on the
master plan for our campus. In 2001, Phase II
South, now known as the gymnasium broke
ground. These efforts are a testament to our
evolving nature as Coyotes, and to providing
our students with the best!  
 
This newspaper will connect online learners to
campus, be distributed to over 500 students
who learn via correspondence (what's up
Coyotes! This shout out is for you!), as well as
reaching our campus and local community. As
you know, our goal in the Office of Student Life
is to keep you connected and informed so you
stay on track and keep your eye on the prize
(aka, graduation, transferring, and earning a
certificate) and hopefully, doing what you
love.   
 
Are you interested in contributing to The 1974?
We look forward to publishing one edition
each quarter to follow your journey in Coyote
Country and keep you informed. 
 
 
 

L T C C ,   

T H E N  &  N O W  
by Julie Booth

Main Campus Groundbreaking

LTCC's First Schedule of Classes 

LTCC's First Computer Lab 

LTCC's First Graduating Class 



1974

March 5, 1974
the LTCC District is born & 
Dr. Jim Duke became LTCC’s

1st President

1975

LTCC opens in a
converted motel

1976

LTCC’s 1st 
Graduation

with 11 students

1979

164 acres
purchased &

 blueprints for a
new campus are drawn

1982

Fall 1982, the
West Campus opens

1985

LTCC opens the
1st Library &
Computer Lab

1988

July 8, 1986, 
Construction at the

new campus site
begins

1993

LTCC opens
it’s doors at

the new campus

1994

Dr. Duke Retires & LTCC
welcomes 2nd President

Dr. Guy Lease

1995

Child Development 
Center opens to
the College &
community

1996

Intensive Spanish
Summer Institute

(ISSI) is born

Duke �eatre
opens

2007 2011

Student & Community 
Library opens & the 

LTCC Fire Academy launches

2014

LTCC becomes a
safe haven during
the Angora Fire

2016

Dr. Kindred Murillo
becomes LTCC’s
fourth President

2006

July 15, 1995
the LTCC Foundation

is established

2018

ANNIVERSARY

Haldan Gallery
opens

Dr. Paul Killpatrick
becomes LTCC’s
third President

2009

�e Kokanee
becomes LTCC’s

mascot LTCC students
go to NASA

1986

LTCC welcomes our new Mascott
(RIP Kokanee)

1990

Coyote country
welcomes a new

soccer pitch

Lisa Malo� University Center
opens to the College &

community

�e 1974’s
is published!

LTCC welcomes our
5th President, Je� DeFranco

LTCC Celbrates 40
Years in Education

The 1974, honoring      LTCC history...
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The Future Business Leaders of Tahoe
(FBLT) will begin a ‘Donate to Win’
event in Winter quarter. Generous

donations from the community along
with a certificate to the Police
Department shooting range. The
donation of this certificate has already
stirred excitement among the student
body. All proceeds collected from the
event will support student
scholarships.  
  
The 1974 staff would like to recognize
Lt. Stevenson for his donation to the
FBLT club and for helping to aid a
young ESL student at LTCC (and future
police officer hopeful) down the path
towards making his dream of being a
police officer a reality.  Proving, in the
opinion of this Editor, that the effect
the South Lake Tahoe Police
Department has in the community

expands past solving crimes into
giving a hand up to young minds. 
Ultimately, making our community a
safer and better place. 
 

C O Y O T E S  W I T H  A

C A U S E  

by Editor Blue Marie Balcita
On Friday, November 16th, you may

see the Giving Tree going up near the
Student Ambassador station in the
commons. Why so early? The annual
Giving Tree holds ornaments for
Coyotes who are parents. Due to the
early end to the fall quarter, the tree
goes up before Thanksgiving to
allow everyone the opportunity to
donate to a child in need PRIOR to
the winter campus closure. The Ally
Club in coordination with the Circle K
Club, assists in the collection of gifts
for students who may be down on
their luck and for children who have
special needs in our local community.
Interested in helping out? Contact
Ally advisor Lisa Shafer at
lshafer@ltcc.edu or message her in
the Coyote Corner app. 
 

The Circle K club will soon be filling
orders for ALL k-14 students in
the Tahoe Basin. Thanks to the
Kiwanis Club of Lake Tahoe, over 500
coats are distributed annually to
children and students who otherwise

would go without during the winter

season. Are you interested in helping
this cause? Please contact Circle K
Advisor Julie Booth to get involved! 
booth@ltcc.edu or message her in the
Coyote Corner app. 
 

Students have expressed interest in
supporting those affected by the
NorCal fires. If you are interested in
supporting our fellow students in
the Paradise area, please contact us at
The 1974 to get you connected. Email

booth@ltcc.edu   
 

Future Business Leaders Club

Holiday Giving Tree

Circle K Club

Coyotes Support Paradise

Join the HOPE in donating blood!
Monday, Nov. 19th, from 11-3pm in the
Board/Aspen room (Library building),
coyotes and community members

will be donating blood to save lives.  
 

HOPE Club



 
 
The LTCC men have clinched a playoff
berth and will travel to Folsom this
Saturday for the first round of playoffs.
After a slow start to the season 1-4, LTCC
men finished 11-3-2 to clinch a berth in
the 2018 post-season.  
 
Men have been led by Captain Jorge
Medina and fellow sophomores Jose
Lopez, Josh Corlett, Parker Boyd, Alexis
Medina, Oscar Iniguez, Melvin Mendez,
Jose Estrada, Lex Merrifield, and Juan
Garcia. Freshmen players who have had
an amazing impact are Niko
Dongmann, Francisco Cazares, Brandan
Estrada, Joel Garcia, Guillermo Perez,
Julio Loera, and Jaffett Corona. 
 
The LTCC men are looking to continue
their road to success in 2018 where they
are 8-2 away from Tahoe. Game time for
this Saturday is TBD. Check the app for
game details as they emerge. 
 
 

Women Coyotes 

The 1974

Men Coyotes 

 
The Lady Coyotes have been on quite
the streak this season, holding an LTCC
women’s conference record of 11-0-1.  On
November 6, during an LTCC’s women in
sports event, hundreds of fans came out
to support the ladies in the biggest
game of the season again Sierra College.
After a long and amazing game, the
women ended in a tie match.  
 
The women begin their journey in round
1 of the Regionals this Saturday on the
LTCC pitch. Game time is TBD and all
regional/conference games require
admission for entry.  
 
 
 

SOCCER UPDATES...
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LTCC has implemented the first and only bi-
state College Promise program 
in the country, allowing first-time, full-time
Tahoe basin residents in California and
Nevada to attend LTCC for a year tuition-free. 
 
Jeff is currently pursuing a Ph. D. in Global
Leadership and Change from Pepperdine
University's nationally-ranked Organizational
Leadership Program. Jeff earned his
bachelor’s degree from California State
University, Chico and his master's degree in
Educational Leadership, with an emphasis in
Higher Education Administration, from the
University of Oregon. He also received a
professional certificate from Stanford
University in Strategic Decision and Risk
Management. Jeff is an enthusiastic lifelong
learner and consistently strives to broaden his
thinking, especially in the areas of leadership
and change management. 
 
The 1974 asked our President about some of
his favorite things to do... here's what he said: 
 
 

Jeff DeFranco became Lake Tahoe
Community College’s fifth
superintendent/president in January 2017.
Prior to that, he served as Vice President of
Administrative Services for Lake Tahoe
Community College (LTCC) for nearly five
years. As an educator committed to
supporting quality instructional programs
and student success, he has worked in
multiple educational settings including K-12,
community college, and at four-year
institutions. Before joining LTCC in 2012, Jeff
worked for Springfield School District in
Oregon for nine years as a senior level district
administrator. His roles have included
leadership and oversight of fiscal, facility,
technology, bonds, grants, development,
government affairs, and public relations
functions for educational organizations. 
 
In his time as Superintendent/President at
LTCC, Jeff has overseen a successful
accreditation visit, reaffirming the accredited
status of LTCC for a full seven years. He has
also coordinated the ground breaking and
grand opening of the Lisa Maloff University
Center on campus, as well as secured four-
year university partners to offer bachelor’s
and other advanced degrees on the South
Shore of Lake Tahoe. Under Jeff’s leadership, 
 

A B O U T  Y O U R  L T C C

P R E S I D E N T  -

C O Y O T E S  A R E

A L W A Y S  L E A R N I N G  

President Jeff DeFranco leads a campus tour of new Coyotes and their families 
during LTCC's Fall 2018 Coyote Kickoff Event 

What's your favorite thing to do? 

- Ski in the winter. Coach youth soccer (10 yr old

boys team) and play adult soccer (veterans

league) from spring through fall.  

 

Do you have a favorite video game?  

- Playing Madden 2018 on the PS4 with my

sons. I had to delete “Clash of Clans” from my

phone because it was too time consuming

(addicting).   

 

What would be your fight song if you had to go

into the ring?   

- “All I Do is Win” DJ Khaled  



The 1974

LTCC was recognized at Tahoe
Chamber’s annual Blue Ribbon Awards,
where outstanding businesses and
customer service in our community get
officially recognized each year. And
while LTCC did not take the top prize in
the award categories we were selected
for, I can tell you without reservation that
the entire banquet room full of
hundreds of people knew LTCC was
there in full and friendly force, showing
our spirit and Coyote pride. 
  
We had four full tables of Board
members, foundation supporters, faculty,
administrators, college and ADVANCE in
attendance at the awards, all loudly and
genuinely cheering and representing our
nominees. When our very own Lisa
Shafer got called up as Honorable
Mention winner (runner-up) in the
Customer Service – Public Agency
category, shouts of “Shafer Up!” took over
the room, letting our entire community
know that we’re fortunate enough to
have the kind of people working here
who are not only thoroughly positive and
enthusiastic, but who can, just through
their presence, turn a roomful of people
into wildly cheering enthusiasts as well.
I’m so proud of Lisa and the way her
consistent positive energy sparked the
best feel-good moment of the whole
evening! Greatest honorable mention
response. EVER. 
 

# S P I R I T A W A R D  

Our Lisa Maloff University Center was
also up for the Tallac Achievement
Award, which recognizes an exemplary
business, recreation or infrastructure
project that revitalizes or enhances the
economy and community of the South
Shore. And while we came in second in
the voting to Barton Hospital’s new
Center for Orthopedics & Wellness, an
incredibly impressive building in its
own right, it was our LMUC that got the
loudest cheer in the room and not just
from LTCC participants but from all in
attendance. It was a great moment,
watching our generous donor, Lisa
Maloff, get recognized by our
community for funding two incredible
projects that are both game changers
for our community. Coming in second
never feels great, but that’s a response
we can feel very good about.  
 
LTCC won the Spirit Award for the night
– for creating passionate noise and
excitement, and letting the entire room
know that we have true Coyote Pride,
that we support our co-workers, and
that we are working together to make
meaningful and important change to
our campus and community. While we
didn’t win the top prize in either
category that we were nominated in, it
was our LTCC spirit that made me most
proud!  
 
It was a great night for LTCC – thank
you to everyone. #SpiritAward 
 
 

by Jeff DeFranco, LTCC President
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Dr. Jonathan King is the new Vice President
of Student Services here at Lake Tahoe
Community College. King brings a global and
innovative perspective to our campus. Since
taking the helm of his position, Dr. King has
begun an Umoja club to further increase
academic support and career guidance for
students of African Descent at LTCC.  He also
has several innovative plans in the works to
establish a Puente Learning Community for
Hispanic Students, including providing
broader wrap around services to Student
Athletes, Veterans, International Students,
and students with mental health issues.
Currently, he has made arrangements to have
a Mental Health Therapist provide services to
our students on a weekly basis on LTCC’s
campus starting during the first week of
December 2018.  His overall long-term
strategic goal is to ensure that all students
who come to LTCC are provided with a Peer
mentor who will be able to provide
customized services from the point of entry
until the person graduates or transfers to a
four-year institution. 

 

President DeFranco had this to say about Dr.
King "Jonathan has proven himself to be a
creative, innovative administrator, educator
and leader. While at Southwestern College,

he developed student success initiatives
through partnerships with local high schools
and middle schools to support African-

American and Latino males, with 100 percent
completion rates. At Evergreen Valley
College, he oversaw their Accelerated Degree
Program in conjunction with the City of San
Jose and was awarded the Cal Woman Tech
Award for increasing female enrollment in
high tech programs at Evergreen Valley
College." 

 

  

 

 

M E E T  L T C C ' S   

N E W E S T   

V I C E   

P R E S I D E N T  

by Marie Balcita, Editor

Join me in welcoming Dr. King

to coyote country!

Kindness is strength. Kindness is not easy. Kindness is

the key to stability in life. Without this essential ability,

the world falls apart around us. It’s the energy that

keeps the world growing and evolving. Creating

happiness from devastations. Making a small act into a

colossal one, the tiny droplets that make up an ocean.

Despite so much power coming from kindness it is

often overlooked for the most ridiculous reasons. With

the thought that one small act of kindness in our

huge world might not be enough, might overcome

the will to do a random act of kindness. With the

reasoning being, that chances are, it won’t make any

real difference. With this logic, why does everybody go

out and buy a lottery ticket? The chances of getting

struck by lightning TWICE are one in nine million.

These chances are still better than winning the lottery.

The likelihood of making a difference with an act of

kindness is infinitely superior. In short, instead of

putting hope into a lottery ticket that you will not win,

put some effort into making someone happy with

kindness. There are many ways to display it, but it’s

done in two ways: offensively and defensively. The

offensive in this is going out of your way and reaching

someone who isn’t asking for help but needs it.

Defensively is when someone who is hurt or mad

approaches you with intent to harm you and you

choose to react in a positive manner. Defense is always

the harder one. We are all emotional beings who are

entitled to respect and common decency, and when

those rights are violated we become upset and want

to defend ourselves. When someone shouts at us or

insults us, this is when we call upon the courage and

strength from kindness. When we struggle to be civil

and find patience with someone we must seek

kindness, this is true talent, genuine power , pure

energy, sincere influence. The world has the wrong

idea about the atomic bombs, they are not even close

to being the most powerful things on this planet. Truly

our kindness is the supreme ruler of power in this

world. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

K I N D N E S S  

by Brian Grajeda, Student Trustee

D E A R

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N . . .  
 

Coyotes have howled and the 1974 has listened!  We

coyotes want to know what Administration plans to do

about the ever-present student housing crisis. With the

cold weather rustling in and Christmas just around the

corner, the homeless people in South Lake Tahoe have a

lot in store for them. For many students at LTCC this is a

reality, because on top of midterms they have to worry

about their next meal and where they are going to be

sleeping.  Many students at LTCC suffer the brunt of the

housing crisis in Tahoe.  We at The 1974 believe this is a

real issue and action needs to be taken for the students

camping out in Trout Creek meadow near campus, who

are going to be braving the impending snow.  

We look forward to reading Administration's response in

the next issue of the 1974! 
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Surviving your First Year... 
A Budget for Every Coyote 

by Dr. Jon Kingsbury, LTCC Business Faculty

Often the mere mention of the word “budget”

strikes fear in the hearts of many, which is

why I prefer the idea of a personal monthly

spending plan. A spending plan will provide

us with a way to identify all of our required

monthly expenses in relation to the amount

of income we earn. The challenge is figuring

out how to meet those expenses given the

level of our income.  

 

In looking over your expenses, you should be

able to identify those expenses that you

“need” to pay and those you may “want” to

pay. Let us focus on the expenses that we

simply cannot live without – rent, food, and

utilities immediately come to mind. You may

have other expenses with monthly payments,

such as a car with fuel and maintenance

costs, along with the possible car loan. One

other monthly cost that comes to mind is the

ever-present credit card with its balance and

minimum monthly payment. I will have more

on this in a future article, along with using

EXCEL as a planning tool.  

 

Once we have our required monthly expenses

detailed with their amounts, we can then

begin to compare that total with our monthly

income. There are two resulting conditions

from such a comparison – a surplus or a

deficit. If there is more coming in (income)

than going out (monthly expenses), you have

a surplus. If there is a deficit – more expenses

than income – you will need to consider your

options. The accompanying worksheet is an

example of how you can compare your cash

inflows with your cash outflows to determine

if a surplus or a deficit exists.  

 

 

 

“A budget tells us what we can’t afford, but it doesn’t keep us from buying it.” 
                                               – William Feather, American Publisher (1889 – 1981)

When there is a deficit, you have two basic

approaches to getting back to a surplus

situation. Either you can increase your income

(take a second or third job,) or you can cut

your expenses. Taking on more jobs impacts

the time you have available for school, which

may make this option impractical. Cutting

expenses can be difficult as it relates to your

lifestyle choices. For example, you can move in

with a roommate(s), go through another

winter with those old boots, eat out less, or sell

your car and take the bus (a good choice here

in Tahoe). 

 

The deficit situation is a reality for many

students, especially for students who work in

the tourist, restaurant, and entertainment

industries where much of their income is tip-

driven and thus fluctuates with the number of

visitors we have. When the times are good,

most students end the month with a surplus,

which they should save for the slower months

that result in a deficit. Many of you may recall a

few years ago when the snowfall was light,

fewer tourists came up here, shifts were cut,

and, for some, jobs were lost. Having a surplus

saved from a previous month can help

mitigate an existing monthly deficit.  

 

These are hard choices to make but may be

necessary sacrifices in order to survive and

succeed in achieving your educational goals.  

 

If you have any questions or comments, please

contact me at kingsbury@ltcc.edu, call x263, or

stop by my office, Room A202.  

 

Thank you! 

 

 



The 1974
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F R I D A Y ,  J U N E  2 8 T H  

SAVE THE
DATE! 

Want to graduate? 
See a counselor asap 




